Melissa Guffey’s Reader Response Journal 

To “The Pigman”

Part A:

     When I began this book, I must say I was taken aback by the actions the characters were taking toward themselves, school, and Mr. Pignati. However, as I read further into the book, I could see the connection between the adult and the adolescents grow into something beautiful.  I believe I was most taken with Mr. Pignati and how he is portrayed as an old lonely man, somewhat senile, living alone in big house.  However, when he meets the kids, he turns into a man of many faces.  One who is willing to share his home, his life, ad his past with two strangers.

As for Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences, I chose the Artistic Response to Literature based on Mr. Pignati. I chose to create a picture of him using scrap art supplies in the classroom, sort of an abstract picture of his character and how he developed throughout the story.  I began with a simple sketch of an old man in charcoal. It was a very rough sketch, showing very little detail.  From there, I carefully chose pieces of materials to create his clothing.  I also used a piece of fur, and made a monkey to represent Bobo in the book.

I showed him standing in a large, cluttered house with a tear streaming down his face to show his loneliness.  However, he also wore a weird smirk, showing that he liked to tell jokes and was happy when with the children.

Part B:

     For my critical analysis, I would like to pair this novel with “ A Man under the Bridge.”  These stories are similar in many ways.  They deal with an older man who is alone in the world, and needs companionship.  Both find this companionship with children.  They also deal with children from dysfunctional families.  In the Pigman, both John and Lorraine’s parents are very critical of them and what they do.  In “ A Man under the Bridge” the children are homeless, with only a mother who works in a department store to take care of them.  Although both Pigman and Mr. Giovanti seem like they are okay in their world, the children they meet bring meaning to their lives and make it worth living.


I believe “A Man under the Bridge” works better than the Pigman, because it follows the basic “happy ending.”  In the Pigman, although the children do learn from the experience, Mr. Pignati dies.  In “A Man under the Bridge,” the old man ends up finding a job and living with the children and their mother in an apartment building.  I also think “The Man Under the Bridge,” is more appropriate for this age level.  It deals with a favorite time of the year, and the hardships some families must go through to simply survive.

To implement the pairing in the instruction in the classroom, we would read aloud and discuss each book individually first.  After we had read both books as a class, I would then do a Venn Diagram with the students in the room to compare and contrast the books.  We would first deal with how the books are the same, and write them in the circle area that overlaps one another.  After that, we would see how each story has its own individual characteristics.  These would be placed in the other two half circles.  Again, this would help the students learn how to compare and contrast two novels.

Part C: 

     For my intervention strategies to implement into the classroom during this book, I would use the website www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr2befor.htm.   This website shows a flow chart of what you should do before, during, and after reading the text.   It explains that this activity begins with students’ prior knowledge and then builds on this knowledge.  This is otherwise known as constructivism.  I would put the flow chart of Before Reading in front of the class on chart paper. I would also place one in each student’s portfolio as a checklist.  As we did the activities on the flowchart to prepare for the reading, they would check off the appropriate box on their sheet, and place all the work inside the folder. After each box is checked.  We would meet as a class and discuss the students’ answers. By doing this, we also heighten the students’ curiosity about the text.


I would do the same with the flow chart for during reading and after reading.  By doing this, it gives the students who are in need of routine a predictable method of reading and the activities that need to be done.  It also gives them immediate feedback on their thinking or on questions they may have about the book.

