Lesson Plan: Loch

Student:  Rodney King

Instructor:  Jackie Glasgow

Subject: Reading

Date: Winter Quarter

Ohio University

Subject:  Reading

Topic:  Juvenile Fiction:  Loch by Paul Zindel

Objectives: 

-recognize purpose in reading.

-enjoy and have an affection for juvenile fiction.

-gain map and historical fact details.

-connect reading passages with one's own personal lives.

-drawn upon pictorial symbols to develop meaning and retention from the text.

-analyze character development and purpose in a story.

Procedure/Activities:

1. Students will engage in some map reading skills for the purpose of locating Lake Champlain.  This will give the readers a feel for the setting of the story.  Each student will be given a map of New York State.  The teacher will give some coordinates, while the students respond by giving the city that corresponds to those coordinates.  Finally, they are asked to locate Lake Champlain and give its coordinates.  

2. Three juvenile fiction books are placed in front of the room. Students are asked to look at the three samples.   They are then asked to choose the book they would choose if only give these three choices.  A tally or record will not be kept of what is the most popular book.  Instead, students are asked to use sticky notes to list reasons why they chose the book they did.  Several reasons will be given: nice graphics, science fiction, easy reading, friendly vocabulary, etc.  The teacher asks the students to put their stick notes on the poster board in the front of the room.  Later, the teacher will perform an idea condensation activity.  She will put similar reasons into one class.  This will reduce the number of notes into 3 to 5 general categories.  The teacher will report the findings to the class.  

3. The book, Loch, will be introduced to the class.  From activity 2, the class will determine which categories apply to this book and give reasons why.  

4. The teacher will then share a few Indian legends with the students.  From what the students hear, they are to speculate what legends have in common.  They are to focus on the truth or potential truth of legends.  The teacher will then direct the attention of the class to the question posed on the back cover of the book, What happens when legends become fact?

5. The students are asked to keep a pictorial journal of the book as they read it.  As the students read the book, they are to take notes in pictures.  The pictures should have meaning to the students.  It is also a great retention device.  The picture notes should be done by chapters.  At the conclusion of the book, students will be able to partner with other students to compare their picture notes.  

6. The teacher will also list the main characters on the board and ask the students to choose a character to closely follow. This will give an opportunity for a talkback session later.

7. The students are then asked to read the book.

8. On the day the students are to discuss the book, they are asked to write a short composition on the character they chose.  The talkback session begins.  The teacher will choose a character to begin with.  Dr. Sam will go first.  Those who chose Dr. Sam will form the reception group.  Students will ask them questions about their character.  For example, a student may ask why Dr. Sam didn't listen to Loch and Zaidee about the behavior the plesiosaur, Wee Beastie.  Similar questions will be asked of all the assigned characters.  

9. The next activity will be called Connections.  The activity will ask how Loch is connect to themselves, to other text, and to the world.      Text to Self-Connections:  students are asked to list how this book relates to their own life.          Text to text connections: Students are to list how this book connects to another text or media.  This could include another book, an article, a movie, a script or a song.       Finally, Text to World Connection:  How does this book or a part of this book connects to an event, person, or issue to the text.  The students are asked to report on at least two of the three connection categories.  

10. Three banners are posted in the room in distant places:  TEXT TO SELF, TEXT TO TEXT, AND TEXT TO WORLD.  The kids are divided into three groups and assigned one category.  They are given 5 to 7 minutes to share what they have in reference to the title they are under.  Students take turns talking about their particular connections.  The teacher moves the groups along in a timely manner.  

Evaluation:  Students are to refer back to their pictorial notes.  They are asked to form a chapter by chapter mural.  Students can do more than one mural.  They are to draw on construction paper or typing paper what they have drawn.  The pictures are kept on a long, continuous sheet of butcher paper to be posted in the hallway later.  

