Lesson Plan

Student: Rodney King

Instructor: Jackie Glassgow

Assignment:  Pardon Me You’re Stepping On My Eyeball

Author:  Paul Zindel

Date:  Winter , O.U.  2003

Subject:  Reading

Topic:  Reading and enhancement of Paul Zindel’s Book:  Pardon Me You’re Stepping On My Eyeball

Objectives:

-enhance the understanding of a novel by using visual symbols to explain it

-making inferences about the outcome of a book based on linguistic and visual cues

-connect the meaning of the book to themes in a teenager’s life

-use predictions to ponder the meaning of passages in a book

-form an assessment based on the content of Zindel’s book

Procedure: 

1. A large poster is set before the students for them to study.  It could be of anything, but it must show individuals doing something(mine was on teenagers in a canoe).  The students are instructed to write a short piece on what they think the teens were doing one hour before the picture was taken.  They can then share their work with each other to compare.  Next, the teacher instructs the students to write a short piece describing what happened (future) to the teens one hour after this photo was taken.  Again, they are to share with each other to compare.  The teacher then enlightens them about the varying perceptions among the students.  
2. The teacher will then provide the students with individual photo items for the students to look at.  Again, the kids are asked what they think is happening in the still photos.  They compare their perceptions.  Are their any similarities within the group?  Students are then asked to examine the saying , “You Can’t Judge A Book By Its Cover”.  Explore what it means and how valid it is.  

3. The class will then view the cover of Zindel’s book , Pardon Me You’re Stepping On My Eyeball.  The are to make interpretations about the cover.  These are to be kept in a notebook.  At the end of each chapter, the students are to make new interpretations about where the book is going.  Alongside their interpretations, they are to note the actual circumstances to see how they compare.  It can be in the form of a flowchart. 

4. The students are then asked to read the book.. They are to keep a log (flowchart) of the plot of the story along with where they think Edna and Marsh are heading.  In their log, they are to keep a list of questions that they would ask Edna or Marsh if they were to be given the chance to question them(I know I had several questions for them, especially Edna).  

5. This story involved an animal as a pet.  That animal was a raccoon.  The students are to discuss the appropriateness of a raccoon as a pet.  Once this discussion is over, the teacher will open the discussion on the appropriateness of other items in the book.  Students are to write on a strip of paper activities that happened in the book that would be inappropriate or frowned upon by adults (too mature).  The teacher will collect them and write them on the board.  The students can analyze the results, especially those activities that receive many checks.

6. The teacher will then conduct an Allusion.  She  will tell ask the students if they have seen the movie “Ten Days to Lose A Guy”  and explain the plot of the movie.  They students are then to draw a Venn diagram detailing how the movie can be compared to the book.  Hopefully, the students can explain in the diagram how the behavior of one character led to the attraction of the other.  

7. The students are then asked to connect the book to something in their personal lives.  Write this as a Dear Journal entry that can or cannot be shared.  

8. Finally, the teacher will invite a Big Brother/Big Sister member into the classroom to share their experiences in that civic organization.  Students are encouraged to ask questions.  After the member leaves, ask the kids what benefit they received from listening and how did the member’s visit connect with the lives of Edna and Marsh.

Evaluation:

The students are to create a visual protocol as an assessment.  Each student is to create a matching exam that involves matching a visual item from the book to its textual connection.  The students do not have to share their exam, but can explain why they made the matches they did. 
