A. Aesthetic Response to The Reef of Death
STORY DISCUSSION GRID

	MAJOR CHARACTERS
	4 WORDS DESCRIBING CHARACTERS
	CHARACTER FEELS
	CHARACTER NEEDS
	CHARACTER FEARS

	Maruul
	-stubborn

-“seeker”

-beautiful

-compassionate
	-hopelessness

-“Love” for PC
	-to be an artist

-to complete her job to find the treasure
	-disappearance of her tribe

	P.C.
	-determined

-adventurous

-intelligent

-caring
	-lack of family
	-to belong 

-to be needed
	-crocodiles

-being eaten alive

	Cliff
	-tall

-tanned

-flashy

-adventurous
	-adventurous

-unsatisfied
	-to always be on the go
	-PC and Maruul getting hurt

	Wally
	-wise

-strong

-lungs like a crocodile

-knowledgeable

-intuitive
	-isolated from people

-unneeded
	-to preserve the Aboriginal heritage
	-loss of his history and people



	Dr. Ecenbarger
	-geologist

-controlling

-evil

-unfeeling

-greedy

-power hungry
	-nothing
	-power
	-intrusion


B. Critical Analysis

Seven Characteristics of Young Adult Literature

1.
Young  adult authors write from the viewpoint of young people.-   This novel is written from the viewpoint of seventeen year old P.C. Collins.  His emotions, perceptions, and attitudes come through in him telling the story from his point of view.  Young adults can easily relate to other young adults and are more willing to take advice from and listen to them than most other adults.

2.
“Please, Mother, I would rather do it myself!”-   PC spends time with his Uncle Cliff on many adventures throughout this novel.  He does not rely on his parents  to be there for him.  He depends on his own maturity and responsibility to achieve his goals.  Through the novel he learns the meaning of family and that relying on others can be a good and sometimes necessary thing.

3.
Young adult writers avoid speechifying.-    This novel teaches lessons about relationships and how to deal with the unexpected things that can come up in life.  PC learns to love, to realize the importance of family, and to rely on others.   Maruul learns more about the importance of her heritage(with Wally’s help), that all things happen for a reason, and to love PC.

4.
Young adult literature includes a variety of genres and subjects.-    Zindel wrote The Pigman,  series as fiction, The Pigman and Me as a biography,  The Reef of Death, The Doom Stone,  and The Loch as mysteries that teach lessons, and The Effects of Gamma Rays in play form.  Each of these novels incorporates some aspect of his life and allows him to work through  and share personal information.   Zindel has a variety of subjects and this makes his works excellent young adult material that my students would enjoy greatly.

5.
The body of work includes stories about characters from many different ethnic and cultural groups.-    The Reef of Death’s characters are from various backgrounds. Arnhem and Maruul are Aborigine (Indian) from the Morga Tribe.  PC is an American from San Francisco.  Uncle Cliff travels all over the world encountering diverse areas and people.  

6.
Young adult books are basically optimistic with characters making worthy accomplishments.-    This novel is upbeat.  It makes you believe that there is nothing that cannot be accomplished given the effort.  PC sets his goal to help Maruul and he does.  Next, he decides to find out about the creature and the mysterious tanker. Lastly, overcoming many obstacles , he solves the mystery.  His final goal  was to go home and show his family what a real family should be.  Throughout all the suspense, mystery, and death lessons are learned and the characters accomplish their goals and make you examine yourself and your relationships as well.

7.
Successful young adult novels deal with emotions that are important to young adults.-   Various emotions are brought out in this book.  JOY when PC talks to Cliff and decides to help him.  DISBELIEF when he first encounters the creature.  SADNESS when his uncle is killed.  HAPPINESS when he realizes he likes Maruul.  SHOCK when he gets aboard the ship and discuss the truth.  Your full attention is and you feel what the characters are going through as you experience this book while reading it.  Emotions continue on and on  from beginning to end.

C. Best Practice Strategy  from the book “I Read it, but I Don’t Get it!”

www.stenhouse.com/0089.htm
One strategy that I would use during this novel would be the following:

Coding Sheet

*Mark at least five places in the text with the code BK for words or phrases that remind you of something in your background knowledge.  Describe the connection.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Connection:

*Mark at least five places in the text with a question mark next to the words or phrases that cause you to wonder then write the question you have.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Highlight any parts in the text that cause you confusion.  Next to the highlighted areas, describe the strategy used to get unstuck.  You may use more than one strategy.

Area of Confusion                                                     Strategy(s) Used

Summarize this piece.

Write a response to this piece.

