PART C
REEF OF DEATH

INTERVENTION STRATEGY

Story frames are an effective reading/writing intervention strategy to use with 

middle school at risk students.  It allows students to develop summarizing skills and 

clarify difficult passages to help in monitoring one’s comprehension and meaning.

Story frames is a strategy that employs the cloze procedure in which key phrases or 

clauses are left out of a summarizing paragraph.  The student is asked to fill in the 

missing phrases or clauses and then asked to read the paragraph.  This paragraph 

becomes a summary for a  particular passage that is chosen.  Story frames can also refer 

to method’s of looking at  the story’s  structure.

When creating story frames, one should consider these questions that  parallel story 

structure:  Is there a problem in the story:  If so, why is it a problem: Is there a sequence 

of events that leads to a solution of the problem:  What is the sequence?  How is the 

problem resolved?  How does the story end?   These questions should be answered by the 

teacher and then put into a story frame format making use of the cloze procedure of 

leaving out key phrases, or clauses.  Students are then asked to work in pairs and fill in the missing parts to the summaries.

Character comparisons and analysis as well as story plot,  main idea, and setting can be 

developed into story frames.  Difficult  and confusing passages from a novel could be 

developed into story frames.  When student complete a story frame, they will have a 

complete summary of what they have read.

I think story frames lend themselves well to the Reef of Death by Paul Zindel.  While I 

was reading this novel, I had a difficult time during the novel determining the different 

settings and following what was happening during the end.  It was difficult for me to 

visualize some of the plot.  I believe that the use of story frames with this novel could 

help clarify misunderstanding and give a better mental picture of the setting and the plot.

If I were using this strategy with my students, I would break the book down into several 

sections and then create a story frame for each section. The students would clarify their meaning and create summaries periodically throughout the novel.

This strategy scaffolds students summarizing and critical analysis skills, thus enabling 

them to create meaning and promoting better comprehension.  Eventually, this strategy 

will become automatic with the students and they will engage in this activity as an aid in 

monitoring their comprehension.
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