There are several themes that seem to prevail throughout the novel, Reef of Death.  
Zindel has written the obvious theme of determination in the the face of all obstacles.  I 
believe that Zindel has some other underlying themes of good versus evil within oneself.
One could also believe that there may be a religious theme God overcoming evil.

The theme of determination is portrayed repeatedly by the actions of PC McPhee, 
Maruul( the young Aborigine girl)and  Wally Wallygong in their struggles to reclaim the 
Aborigine treasure.   Maruul, after seeing her brother being eaten alive by a monstrous 
sea creature, did not give up her determination to pursue and reclaim the treasure.  PC 
does not give up even in the face of obvious defeat when he encounters Dr. Ecenbarger..  
Dr, Ecenbarger’s determination to kill the enemy (PC and Wally) is undermined by PC 
and Wally’s determination to not give in to death.  They succeed in staying alive even 
with the obstacles are so great against them.  Clearly, throughout this novel these three 
characters are determined to not give up until they rightfully claim part of the treasure for 
the Aborigines.
Zindel also seems to have an underlying theme of good overcomes evil.  The trio of 
characters represent good and Ecenbarger and the sea monster obviously representing evil.  
I think that Zindel is trying to say that within each of us we have the potential to be good 
or evil.  We each have that monster of evil within in us that could devour us alive.  We    

have daily battles with ourselves over what is right and what is wrong and the power and determination to choose what is good and righteous.  However,  Dr Ecenbarger 

had let greed gain control of her completing devouring her of any good.  Zindel is saying 

to all of us that good will prevail in the end.
I thought that Zindel had good use of symbolism at the end of his novel when Maruul, 

PC, and Wally all covered themselves with the white chalk(magnesium ) so they could 

escape from the monster of evil.  I saw the white as the cloak of Christ or as an armor of 

Christ protecting them from the evil forces of the devil.  I don’t know if Zindel meant that 

particular scene to have that particular meaning or not, but the trio rising from the 

dephths of the ocean with their white protective armor was very symbolic to me of a 

Christian theme of everlasting life and good overcoming evil.

Zindel always does a good job with the themes of his novel.  He always leaves you with 

deep thought and with something for reflection.
