Reader Response Journal for The Doom Stone

by Wendy Essman

A. Mapping Story Structure (Logical/ Mathematical)

SETTING


TIME AND PLACE:  -Stonehenge

in Salisbury, England
CHARACTERS:   Jackson Cawley, Alma McPhee, Aunt Sarah, Sgt. Tillman, Lt. Rath, and Coffin

CHAIN OF EVENTS


THE BEGINNING EVENT THAT INITIATES THE ACTION was the attack on the young man at Stonehenge. This was witnessed by Jackson and began the story.


INTERNAL RESPONSE AND GOAL/PROBLEM 

The problems began for Jackson when his aunt was attacked and one soldier killed in and near the cemetary.  The goal was to destroy the creature.  My response was , “Is the creature human and What are the ticking sounds? 


ATTEMPTS AND OUTCOMES

What is the significance of the Doom Stone and why Stonehenge? 

Creature attempted to gain power by reading and/or taking over others minds.


CLIMAX

Alma was at the cathedral looking for the Doom Stone information and the creature was coming for her.  
Also the struggle between Alma, Jackson and the creature.

RESOLUTION

Alma and Jackson realize that the cathedral roof tiles are parts of the Doom Stone.  They trick the creature into getting on the tiles.  Sarah shoots him with a flare and the
soldiers arrive.  He falls and the tiles fall off the roof on him like a stone tomb.  He is gone.

REACTION

It was very interesting that Zindel chose Stonehenge as the setting for his book.  Stonehenge was and probably always will be mysterious. He gave us a glimpse into the numerous possibilities as to why it is there and what significance it plays. I enjoyed this book more so than The Reef of Death.





B. Critical Analysis

Evaluate the novel according to the implied reader. Describe main character and compare to a student that would like this book.

C. Best Practice or Intervention

www.stenhouse.com
Students would use the following pages as they read the assigned novel.  This activity allows students to make the necessary connections so that they become more proficient readers.

Double Entry Diaries

Direct quote and page number

This reminds me of………..
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2.

3.

Quote and pg. number


I wonder………..
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2.


Quote and pg. number


I visualize………….
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2.


3.

I am confused about…..


because……………..
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2.

3.

Interesting Detail



Summary of Learning

1.


2.



3.


4.

