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Reader Response: 

BIOPOEM

 (Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence)


The young Paul

Curious, worried, creative, neglected

Lover of Jennifer, the apple tree, and Lady

Who feels frightened, alone, and yet alive

Who needs a parent, security, and space

Who fears Moose, death, and stagnation

Who gives stories, company, and a ready ear

Who would like to see Italy, his grandparents, and age 18

Resident of Travis

Zindel

Part B

Evaluate Characteristics of the Best Young Adult Literature. 


For The Pigman and Me I am going to see compare the novel with the seven “Ideas for Critical Analysis” on page 10 of our syllabus to determine whether this novel meets the guidelines given. 


First, this novel is very much from the viewpoint of young people. This novel takes the reader back to when the author, Paul Zindel, was an adolescent. He takes us through the events and feelings that happened to him when his mother moved their small family to a different town with another small family. The grandfather of the other family becomes his “pigman.” Without reading The Pigman this novel would be a little more difficult to read but still readable. What will make this novel resonate with young readers is the problems that the young Paul faces and his feelings as an adolescent. 


Second, this novel does have a main character that wants to be independent. Paul is not the most independent kid ever in a YA novel, but he does run around with his friend Jennifer and hangs out with his pigman, Nonno Frankie, when she doesn’t necessarily want him to, especially at the beginning. 


Third, Zindel does avoid “speechifying” by just letting his story tell itself. He doesn’t try to preach a “lesson” to young adults who read his book. It’s just the story of his life. The message does come across loud and clear though: find an adult who you can talk to and who you can look up to. 


Fourth, I don’t know if this novel exemplifies number four on this list or not. This book is not like the typical Fictional YA novel. It’s a biography and therefore it is different than the typical novel. This book is a different genre than usual but it is still essentially telling a story with a young protagonist that adolescents can relate to. 


Fifth, this novel does exemplify this aspect. The novel does have many different ethnic and cultural characters within it. Black, Polish, Italian, etc… 


Sixth, this book does have an optimistic ending but only for the main character Paul. We only have hope for him and his distant future as the novelist that we know he later becomes. Jennifer becomes the Zoombie that she fears becoming, his mom is still going crazy, he loses his pigman after such a brief time with him… The light at the end is when Nonno Frankie shows him his “vision” of what he’ll become and we see Paul with a golden pen. It’s a very bright future for him we know. 


Seventh, I do believe this novel deals with emotions that are important to adolescents. The most important emotion that this novel deals with is the idea of “what is going to happen to me?” This is something that young adults do think about. They want to know what their future holds. It’s a big open void that they want to be secure in knowing what will happen to them. Jennifer and Paul are very concerned about their futures in this novel. 


In conclusion I feel that his novel does have the characteristics that makes it a “Best Young Adult” book according to the seven characteristics given on page 10. I think it has even one more element going for it and that is the fact that it is a biographical account of Paul’s young life and this will lend some credibility to the novel for young readers. The many pictures and the diagram also lend this book a certain credibility in the eyes of students. It will be a wonderful book to generate many discussions about what is awaiting our students in their futures. 

Part C

In “Bridging the Gap: Integrating Video and Audio Cassettes into Literature Programs” by Kay Beth Avery, Charles W. Avery, and Debra Partin Pace, copyright 1998 in the February edition of the National Council of Teacher of English, the authors offer twelve practical activities to build bridges to printed text for at-risk students.  Young people who grew up watching Sesame Street, Gullah Gullah Island, and Muppet Babies for countless hours are very comfortable with movies, audiocassettes, and graphic lessons.  The authors suggest that they might be even more able to analyze complex ideas that are first introduced via visual and audio adaptations.  The key is not to water down the curriculum by showing a movie to fill up space but to enable the students to go beyond the story line into more complex examinations of themes, symbols and literary technique.


Some of the examples given in the article are as follows:

1. Simulate reading by allowing students to listen to audiocassettes of the novel as they following along silently in copies of the text.

2. Show only the beginning of the movie or an exciting excerpt to conceptualize the work and to introduce the main characters.

3. Take students on a filed trip to see the latest remake of an old classic.

4. Jigsaw the reading of a novel so that students in small groups are dependent upon each other for answers; then you can show the movie.

5. Introduce the symbols and through the class discussion assist the student to interpret symbolism.

6. Compare two key concepts or two key symbols

7. Analyze theme and characterization with a graphic organizer.

8. Relate literature to the real world by motivating students to defend their opinions on current social issues.

9. Encourage reflection through journal entries.

10. Link the themes of a film or book to themes in other important literary works.

11. Study dialogue.

12. Integrate several strategies into one unit.

Although all of these ideas are great ideas, I would like to give an example of how analyzing characterization through a graphic organizer that could help my at-risk students.  First I would model the graphic organizer by labeling three columns of a comparison chart with the following three subtopics: Name, Desires, Deeds, and Dramatic Quotes.  Using the inquiry method, I would allow students to fill in the detail.  Each character becomes a main subtopic.  To ensure depth in the supporting details the following questions could be asked:

What color is most important in describing Paul?

What are the mood and feeling associated with him?

Describe the character’s personality.

List at least three important statements made by Paul.

What are the most important actions and reactions of Paul?

What else is important about Paul?
Example Graphic Organizer

Name

Desires


Deeds

Dramatic Quotes

Paul

Needed a

Works with
“ This first summer I should have suspected



man to help

his Nono
Nono Frankie was becoming my pigman…



him reach

Frankie in
somebody can be helping you and you don’t



manhood

the garden
even know it.”






and get the

killies.



This is the beginning of the graphic organizer that could be on the overhead and have the students continue filling it out together.  I would have them do Jennifer or Nono Frankie on their own; many of these techniques would definitely work in my classroom.

