Jackson Hennes

Journal 4

Part 1


Hi, my name is Edna Shinglebox.  I thought you might like hearing a little bit of my life story as it pertains to “Marsh” Mellow.  This is a boy who took me to the edge of insanity and never really admitted why until the end of our journey.  Even though we are close friends now, there was a time when I thought he was the strangest cat in the alley.  I have to admit though, he did help me to open up to people and enjoy life like I never have before.


It all started with an insufferable teacher named Mr. Meizner.  He threw together several of the more challenged students and decided to help us explore our problems with fellow mess-ups.  This is where I first met Marsh.  I could tell he was a mess from the get go, but for some reason, I let him talk me into going out with hem.  He showed me this lame note claiming it was from his dad and that there was a big plot to silence him by the government and others.  After reading this nutty letter, I decided to pull away from this freak before anything crazy happened.  That was, until I went to see the witch.  She carefully convinced me that Marsh and I had a future together that would be wonderful.  This prompted me to look into Marsh a bit more and try to help him get over the death of his dad, the one thing he would never admit was that his dad died while drunk by walking out in front of a bus.  At this point though, Marsh and I were on the outs because of things I had said to him.  After throwing his tantrum and assisting the demolition of one of the nicest houses in the city, I decided the best way to help Marsh was to go with him on his quest to save his dad and at some point help him admit the truth and let go of some of the pain he had been holding onto for so long.  After an insane drive down to Washington DC, Marsh finally wrecked the car in an incredible manner.  We didn’t get hurt in the wreck so we hightailed it out of there and found ourselves standing at the grave site of JFK.  It was at that point that we both figured out what was really between us and we both let our problems go on the back of this incredible fireworks display.


Since then, Marsh and I dated through school and finally got married.  We now live happily together with 3 wonderful children who we hope will never have to deal with the pain and suffering that we lived though.  And we both made a promise to never become so unattached from them that we didn’t have a clue what was really going on in their lives.  It has been crazy, but the old witch was right, Marsh and I are living that happily ever after story.

Part 2


Zindel’s use of inept and ineffective adults in Pardon Me, You’re Stepping On My Eyeball is somewhat disturbing.  Zindel not only makes the average adult look totally ignorant, but he also takes what is considered by most to be a nut and changes that voice into the voice of reason.  Granted most adolescents consider their parents to be somewhat behind the times and disconnected from their lives, but Zindel makes these parents seem more like they are unqualified to have children.  Not only are they clueless as to the state of their children, but also their self-interests are somewhat bizarre and unsettling.  How many adults actually go to bed every night watching horror movies?  How many parents would leave there children completely unsupervised in a giant glass house when they already know their child is having difficulty and is in a special class for emotional challenges in school.  All through the novel, Zindel makes theses parents seem almost stupid and more than just a little bit unrealistic about their children.  The most believable characters are the old drunk, Schizo Susy and the fortune telling witch.  Maybe that is the whole point; these kids are where they are because the adults in their lives are just that much of a mess.  Perhaps Zindel is trying to point out that messed up kids tend to come from messed up parents because that is all they know.  Of course, that may shift the burden of child rearing to the people outside the home such as what the witch might be a symbol of.  Possibly Zindel is trying to create a consciousness in people so they are aware of the trials and confusion that some children have to deal with on there own because the adults in their lives are useless when it comes to dealing with and understanding kids.  The problem with that argument is that his books are written to children.  The only positive alternative suggest that Zindel is trying to tell kids he knows parents are messed up but you can overcome if you work and deal with life’s situations yourself.  Take your choice, the end result is the same, Zindel doesn’t have much confidence in some parents and perhaps he has very good reasons for that, such as his own experience with an insane mother.

Part 3


The following lesson plan causes the student to apply knowledge of a story and combine that with personal experience to formulate the prediction about future events.

Supplies: pencil, paper, copy of Pardon Me, You’re Stepping On My Eyeball, notes form reading and class discussions.

Objective: students will combine personal experience with facts and events from the story to formulate a reasonable prediction of the future lives of major and minor characters in the story.

Procedure:

1. Use the cover of the book to begin a discussion about possible story lines based on that limited information and have students provide expectations based on prior knowledge of relationships.  Students will write down their predictions.

2. Begin reading the story.  Students will make notes whether their predictions are accurate and take notes, identifying important information in the story.

3. After reading use these notes and knowledge about the story to participate in a discussion with the class about the characters behavior, attitudes, abilities, and personalities.

4. Connect these characters to personal experience by having student’s talk anonymously about people they know like that.

5. Ask students to make a few predictions about the future of a particular character based on what they know about the person and from their own experience.

6. Have students construct a possible future for Edna, Marsh, Schizo Susy, and Edna’s parents, plus the choice of one other character.  Length should be a paragraph or longer.

7. Students will share their choice character prediction with the class.

Evaluation:

Student work will be evaluated according to the following number.

Grammar




10

Spelling





10

Prediction




10

Logical progression and conclusion


30

Supporting evidence



30

Use of personal experience in writing

20

Many of the ideas for this lesson come from the following website which highlights the importance of student knowledge and understanding before, during, and after reading.

Http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learing/lr2befor.htm

